DEBATE ON THE ARMY.                     [FEB. 1.

lingly the princes of Germany have on all former occasions
sent out their subjects to destruction, that they might fill
their coffers with their pay; nor do I doubt, but that there
is now in the same country the usual superabundance of
men, and the usual scarcity of money. I make no ques-
tion, my lords, that many a German prince would gladly
furnish us with men as a very cheap commodity, and think
himself sufficiently rewarded by a small subsidy. There
could be no objection to these troops from the constitution
of the empire, which is not of equal force against the forces
of Hanover; nor do I know why they should not rather
have been employed, if they could have been obtained at a
cheaper price.

The absurdity of paying levy-money for troops regularly
kept up, and of hiring them at a higher rate than was ever
paid for auxiliaries before, has been so strongly urged, and
so fully explained, that no reply has been attempted by
those who have hitherto opposed the motion; having rather
endeavoured to divert our attention to foreign consider-
ations, than to vindicate this part of the contract, which is,
indeed, too shameful to be palliated, and too gross to be
overlooked.

It is, however, proper to repeat, my lords, that though
it cannot be confuted, it may be forgotten in the multitude
of other objects, that this nation, after having exalted the
elector of Hanover from a state of obscurity to the crown,
is condemned to hire the troops of Hanover to fight their
own cause, to hire them at a rate which was never de-
manded for them before, and to pay levy-money for them,
though it is known to all Europe, that they were not raised
on this occasion.

Nor is this the only hardship or folly of this contract;
for we are to pay them a month before they march into
our service; we are to pay those for doing nothing, of
whom it might have been, without any unreasonable ex-
pectations, hoped, that they would have exerted their
utmost force without pay.

For it is apparent, my lords, that if the designs of
France be such as the noble lords who oppose the motion